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Foreword

Although the movements of persons into, out of and within each EU State vary, our societies 
share similar migration opportunities and challenges. Adequate, flexible and coherent financial 
resources are essential for strengthening the area of freedom, security and justice and for 
developing the common Union policy on asylum and immigration based on solidarity between 
EU States and towards non-EU countries.

For the period 2007-13, almost EUR 4 billion was allocated for the management of the Union’s 
external borders and for the implementation of common asylum and immigration policies 
through the General Programme “Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows” (SOLID). This 
General Programme consisted of four instruments: External Borders Fund (EBF), European Return 
Fund (RF), European Refugee Fund (ERF) and European Fund for the Integration of third-country 
nationals (EIF).

The SOLID funds were mainly implemented by each country through shared management. 
Each country implements the Fund through national annual programmes on the basis of 
multiannual programming. These programmes are prepared, implemented, monitored and 
evaluated in partnership with other designated authorities and bodies.

The EBF aims to establish financial solidarity between Schengen countries by supporting those 
countries for which the implementation of the common standards for control of the EU’s external 
borders represents a heavy burden. The Fund also supports actions for managing efficient 
controls (border checks as well as surveillance) and the flow of persons at the external borders; 
improving the management of activities carried out by consular authorities; building a common 
EU visa policy in order to facilitate legitimate travel, while tackling irregular border crossings 
and visa fraud. All EU countries (except for the UK and Ireland), as well as the non-EU countries 
associated with the implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis 
(Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and Liechtenstein), participate in the EBF. Overall, EUR 1 820 
million is allocated for the Fund objectives over the period 2007–13.

The ERF (EUR 630 million over the period 2008-13) supports EU countries’ efforts in receiving 
refugees and displaced persons and in guaranteeing access to consistent, fair and effective 
asylum procedures. The Fund also supports resettlement programmes and actions related to 
the integration of persons whose stay is of a lasting and stable nature. Moreover, it provides for 
emergency measures to address sudden arrivals of large numbers of persons who may be in 
need of international protection, which place significant and urgent demands on EU countries’ 
reception facilities or asylum systems.
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With a budget of EUR 825 million for the period 2007-13 (EUR 57 million for Community 
actions), the EIF supports national and EU initiatives that facilitate the integration of non-EU 
immigrants into European societies. All EU countries except for Denmark participate in the EIF. 
The EIF is primarily targeted at newly arrived immigrants. It supports EU countries and civil 
society in enhancing their capacity to develop, implement, monitor and evaluate integration 
strategies, policies and measures, as well as their exchanges of information and best practices 
and cooperation on integration issues.

The European Return Fund (RF), in which all EU countries participate except for Denmark, 
allocates EUR 676 million for the period 2008–13. Specifically, it seeks to improve return 
management as well as to encourage the development of cooperation between EU countries 
and with countries of return.

Here follows a series of projects financed by the Funds and selected by the Member States 
as their best examples. These project posters were presented during the Conference on Home 
Affairs Funds: ‘Investing in an Open and Secure Europe’ (29-30 September 2015, Brussels 
Belgium)

Matthias Ruete
Director-General

Directorate General for Migration and Home Affairs
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Project beneficiary: IOM Malta
Duration of the project: 
July 2013 – July 2014
Total (eligible) cost of the project:
€ 314,411.44
- EU contribution: €235,808.69
- national co-financing: € 78,602.81
- other contributions: none
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Project beneficiary: Border Guards
Duration: 01/01/2014–30/06/2015
Total (eligible) cost of the project:
€ 292,013.98
- EU contribution:  € 171,162.55
- national co-financing:  € 146,006.99
- other contributions:  none
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